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In that time, it has been my privilege to

have served the Society as a Councillor,
Treasurer and over the last three years as
President.

This year is my 25th as a Blonde breeder.

Our Society and its members have seen many
innovations, successes as well as challenges
during these years. As | reflect on what we
have achieved, there is one message that
stands out, which is that we can grow our

own businesses as Cattle Breeders when we
work together to promote the outstanding
attributes of the Blonde breed. Those involved
in producing this latest volume of Blonde
Connection have done a great job, and | thank
them for their efforts.

| wish all members and those using Blondes
in their breeding programs every success and
trust you enjoy this magazine.

Brian Schneider

Written by Jenny Manning
Kalinya Blondes — 0438 831271

e first made the decision to enter a
Wteam of Blonde Cross animals into the

Gate to Plate Competition in 2017. The
competition is for a team of three animals, two
steers and one heifer bred by the competitor
which enter a feedlot alongside animals from other
breeders. They are then, feedlot, processor and
MSA performance compared across the teams
entered. We aim to get some data and figures
back on how Blondes compare to other breeds
for our own knowledge, but also with the hope of
showing the performance Blondes are capable of
to try and sway the negative mindset that exists.

To get the full analysis available, people need
to add a team in themselves to receive all the
different statistics, below | will outline a few for
interest’s sake.

In 2017 we entered a team of Blonde d’Aquitaine
animals consisting of two steers and one heifer.
Out of the 59 teams entered, there were five
Blonde, or Blonde Cross teams.

Our animals were yard weaned for 21 days prior with

pasture hay and had already received a 5-in-1 Vaccination

and B12 injection. Our team were crossed with Murray

Grey, with two of the animals being 75% Blonde and one
being 50%. The team’s average entry weight was 325kgs.

The steers were fed for 90 days and the heifers for 78.

The average weight gain for the team over that time was
143kgs. The dressing percentage came back at 53.08%,
muscle scoring of C and a fat depth ranging from 4-6mm,
giving us an overall rank of 21st Place. It’s worth noting for
that year the Corolin Blonde team received 2nd Place for

Processing.

As we breed with Blonde and Angus bulls, we were

interested in comparing the performance of the two crosses
we use. Therefore, the following year (2018) we chose two
teams, one of Blonde Cross and the other pure Angus so
we could directly compare the breed differences under

the same conditions. The first team was 75% Blonde 25%

Cal

L

BREED AVG ENTRY AVG DRESSING AVG FAT EMA FEEDLOT OVERALL
WEIGHT WEIGHT % DEPTH CM?2 PERFORMANCE PLACING
GAIN KG GAIN KG MM
BLONDE X 298.00 146.67 53.23 8 74.33 20 "
ANGUS 308.33 152.00 51.08 15 69.33 36 29

Murray Grey, and the second pure Angus. Our overall rank for
Processing was 5th for the Blonde Cross team. They were 20
days weaned with hay and pellets, drenched and vaccinated
with 5-in-1. That year there was 66 teams entered. This is the
summary of the performance of our two teams for 2018.

In 2020 we again submitted two teams, one of Blonde Murray
Grey Angus Cross and the other a pure Angus team. There
were 68 teams entered, they were weaned for 38 days with
hay and pellets, drenched and vaccinated with 7-in-1. This

is the summary of the performance of our two teams for
2020. | found the results quite surprising, particularly when
entering the two teams. | think most people would expect
the traditional British breeds like the Angus to perform better
however, both years, the Blonde Cross teams outperformed
our Angus teams considerably.

Maybe these results can help to sway those that previously
had a negative mindset.

BREED AVG ENTRY AVG DRESSING AVG FAT EMA FEEDLOT OVERALL
WEIGHT WEIGHT % DEPTH CM?2 PERFORMANCE PLACING
GAIN KG GAIN KG MM
BLONDE X 295.67 112.00 55.81 6.3 65.00 13 1
ANGUS 293.33 139.67 50.77 4.6 72.33 47 56




Nolan’s do hetter with Blonde

Breeding System

Courtesy of Queensland Country Life

Blonde d’Aquitaine cross breeding herd,
which is producing 280kg carcase animals
at 12 months of age.

B ETTER IN BLONDE: Terry Nolan with his

The combination of fast-growing genetics and
quality nutrition is producing high performance
carcases for the Nolan family at Gympie.

The Nolan’s run a 400 head commercial Blonde
d’Aquitaine cross breeder herd producing 280kg
carcases at just 12 months of age, fast forwarding
the beef production cycle by up to a year.

Terry Nolan said regardless of breed, the
objective was to produce quality beef from
young cattle as efficiently as possible.

Marbling was not a priority, as domestic
customers were consistently more attracted to
lean beef and the production of marbled beef
required a significantly longer production time,
he said.

“I'm not against marbling, but I’'m not going to
sacrifice growth rates to chase marbling. The
sums just don’t stack up,” Mr Nolan said.

“The inclusion of any of the European breeds has
the ability to do it, | just happen to like Blonde
cattle”.

“It's about making the most efficient use of our
resources to produce the best beef possible.”

THE NOLAN FAMILY’S BLONDE CROSS CATTLE

Testament to the eating quality of the Nolan’s
cattle is that Blonde beef has been an annual
feature on the Bracken Ridge Tavern menu
was featured at the Breakfast Creek Hotel in
November and December.

The breeders are cell grazed on 80 hectares
around the meatworks and on 2000 hectares
of country surrounding the Wide Bay Feedlot at

Cinnabar. Both locations have irrigation enabling
the production of fodder crops.

The drive for efficiency includes testing all of the
bulls prior to the compressed eight week joining
period and conducting pregnancy tests at 42 days
and culling the empties.

Steers calves and cull heifers spend 12 to 20
weeks in the feedlot.

Replacement heifers run on the softer country are
joined at 12 months of age, while heifers on the
harder country at Cinnabar go to the bull at 24
months.

The cattle operation is overseen by farm team
leader Pat Kelly, who also looks after the 100
stud cows, mainly used to produce bulls for the
operation.

While limited in Australia, Blonde d’Aquitaine is
the third most popular breed in France, coming in
behind Charolais and Limousin.

BLONDE

Wy ery_, ;mpresswe results
mdeed from 12-month-old
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CLASSIC CARCASES

Blonde d’Aquitaine cross cattle well and truly
demonstrated their ability to perform, jagging both
First and Second places overall in the recent Gympie
Carcase Classic Competition.

The Nolan family’s Blonde-cross entries had both

the first and second most profitable carcases in the
popular annual competition with impressive $374 and
$338 net gains respectively in value after 77 days on
feed.

Blonde cross entries were also named the winner of
the Aggregate of Three Carcases Award, with a $271
net gain entry teaming up with the top two carcases.

At 114 square centimetres, the breed also produced
the equal largest eye muscle of the competition.

The Nolan’s winning entry entered the feedlot at
318kgs and gained 138kgs in 77 days (1.792kg/day).

The steer dressed at an impressive 61.36% for a final
value of $1693 and a $374 net gain.

The second placed heifer yielded 59.95%, going on to
feed at 278kgs and gaining 144kgs (1.87kg/day).

Very impressive results indeed from 12-month-old
animals.

Courtesy of The Queensland Country Life.




A New Era for
Weeronga Blondes

ere at Weeronga Blondes, we have a
H specifically high set of standards that we

feel is essential for todays market. We cull
heavily on anything we feel does not meet our
criteria which in today’s practices tells us that our
standards are meeting the markets demands.
When we transported our two Bulls, Nero and
Neptune to the Supreme Sale in 2019, we were
extremely happy that we are breeding the right
type for the market and came home with an
empty truck.

When the 2018 drop of calves only gave us one
crossbred bull, we were a little disappointed
because we would not have any bulls to carry
over for the next Supreme Sale in 2020.

The 2019 drop gave us a single bull but due to
our standards he didn’t ‘make the grade’, so again
no bulls for the Supreme Sale in 2021.

The 2020 drop gave us five purebred bulls and
one, three-quarter black bull so we are back in
business and on our way to the Supreme Sale in
2022.

Our firstborn was Raisin, a little early, so he has
a Q ident. This three-quarter bull by Weeronga
Neptune has so much potential, he is an
outstanding example of what the commercial
breeder requires for today’s market. He is pitch
black, polled, and has width, depth, and plenty
of muscle while remaining soft with a calm, easy-
going nature. Having a 40kg birth weight with an

Halter Training at Weeronga

Written by Ann-Marie Bass
Weeronga Blondes 08 9732 2186

EBV of -1.8 he would also make a safe heifer bull.
His Dam and Sire have given him a + 3 for milk so
if his heifers were kept as breeders, they would

be incredibly good milkers. | can’t wait for Max
Bowman to be able to come to WA again to get
his muscle scans, with data from his parentage at
+1.3 and, +1.8 respectively for rib and rump fat he is
already on the way to being a perfect commercial
bull.

Ruler is a Homozygous Polled bull by well-
renowned Banya Alex The Great affectionately
known as AT.G, although after a hard start due to
his dam being ill in the first few months of his life,
he is slowly catching up to his counterparts and is
sure to have good fat cover and EBVs.

Raider is a polled bull by Weeronga Discoverer
(who was well known for his ‘BIG HAMS’), born
at just 33kgs will be a great heifer bull, he has fat
cover, width and depth, everything you want in a
Blonde bull. His EBV’s do not do him justice.

Romeo by Ashway Belero, has a great rump,

like his Sire, is growing magnificently and is very
impressive to look at considering he is by a heifer,
she has done a lovely job on the calf.

Due to COVID-19, we have not been able to
acquire the services of a fat scanner so do not
have scanning data for these boys yet, but watch
this space, as we do, it will be uploaded to show
the quality, we will have for 2022.

At Weeronga we aim to breed the right type for
the market and with that in mind, we cull heavily to
make sure the buyer is happy with their choice of
Blonde Bull.

Raisin 3-4 Black Bull

GYMPIE CARCASE

CLASSIC

Courtesy of The Queensland Country Life.

the Gympie Carcase Classic winning the

prestigious Charlie Cotter All-Rounder
Champion Award and the Reserve Champion
title on Friday night.

THE Nolan family claimed top honours at

Blonde d’Aquitaine entries from Cooloola
Blondes also had the First and Second most
profitable animals with impressive $374 and
$338 net gain in value.

The winning entry entered the feedlot at 318kgs
and gained 138kgs in 77 days (1.79kg/day).

The most suitable carcase for the domestic
trade was exhibited by Naomi Cooney, Yabba-
Do Brangus, Kandanga. That steer started at
320kgs, gained 132kgs (1.71kg/day) for a $228
net gain in value.

First time exhibitor Andrew Haack, Westonvale
Droughtmasters, Glastonbury, had a great
night out. His high point Droughtmaster entry
delivered the highest dressing percentage with
a stunning 62.46%.

The top Limousin carcase came from

Girlie Goodie, Monto. Keith and Bev Lacey,
Moonbrook, Lower Wonga, had the high point
Bazadais.

At 114 square centimetres, the Laceys also

tied with Cooloola Blondes for the largest Eye
Muscle Area. Held at the Gympie Showgrounds,
the Presentation Dinner attracted a crowd of
150 people.

The 180 entries from 51 exhibitors were fed
in the Maudsley family’s Waterfall Feedlot at
Goomeri, Qld.

BLONDE
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& We are always looking for further content to promote the P e
breed, contact us to make your submission. Email us at m&:;@
blondes@abri.une.edu.au or call (02) 6773 3126 O

d’AQUITAINE
Blonde d'Aguitaine Society of
Australia and New Zealand Inc.

Nolan Meats grader Emma Franz & Nolan’s farm team leader Pat Kelly

with the winning Charlie Cotter allrounder carcase

Terry Nolan, Cooloola Blondes, Cinnabar, Jan Cotter, Sexton & Dan and

Leanne Sullivan, Sullivan Livestock. Gympie.
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Beefing Up with Blondes

Written by Esther Ruffo
Boulevard Blondes — 0421684 744

nly select bulls are being grown out and sold from
Othe Boulevard herd. The bulls sold are always of the

best quality the stud has to offer. All bulls go into
commercial operations as far as Casino, NSW, and semen
straws going into stud operations in Western Australia. The
genetics are starting to show the results for the stud that has
been established for 10 years. With a boutique number of
females, that are heavily culled on fertility, temperament, and
structure, the stud breeds industry-relevant cattle that suit the
local markets. Breeding the Blondes of the future and taking
pride in the bulls that have been sold.

The results within these commercial herds are always great
to see, with all purchasers saying that Blondes improved their
crop of calves. Within every operation, we strive to improve
our herd yearly and lessen the number of calving issues.
Blondes have proved to do this on a very large variety scale.

“Haven’t pulled one calf”

After years and years of pulling calves with other European
bulls, a Blonde bull was purchased to put over a herd

of Charbray cows in Casino, NSW. The results speak

for themselves. “Boulevard Northstar purchased by Mr.
Humphrey from Casino, NSW”.

Boulevard Pop Rocks purchased by R & R McSwain
from Wild River Farm Gympie, QLD

Pop Rock’s Progeny

10

Boulevard Northstar purchased by
Mr. Humphrey from Casino, NSW

Northstar’s Progeny

“Temperament is Important

After selling their British White cattle herd and
extensive research about beef breeds, the decision
was made to purchase a Blonde bull, Boulevard Pop
Rocks, also known as Poppy.

They fell in love as soon as they saw him. With her
parents being older people, they needed a bull that
ticked all the boxes and was going to be easy for them
to manage, with temperament being a key factor in
the purchase.

The bonus of low calving birth weight, calves muscle
up very fast, have a long body length giving extra
meat, and they have no trouble with flies, ticks, or heat
either.

“Boulevard Pop Rocks purchased by R & R McSwain
from Wild River Farm Gympie, QLD”.
“Sticking around for the long haul

Back in 2017, Iron Bark Ridge Beef introduced their
first Blonde bull into their vealer operation. The

calves proved to be meaty and consistent.
After purchasing Boulevard Lifesaver, calving
rates increased, as well as weaner weights,
improving the quality within the herd while
also producing good vealer calves for the local
market.

“Boulevard Lifesaver purchased by Iron Bark
Ridge Beef Curra, Qld”.

“lcy temperature, no worries for Blondes”

Blondes seem to thrive in all conditions, even
Queensland bred bulls do well in the colder
climate. With Boulevard Nutcracker selling
down to Stanthorpe in Southern Qld and
introduced into a commercial herd of Charolais
x Angus cows with a 100% calving rate you
cannot complain. The calves have been
slippery, and quick growing, even after one
of the worst droughts seen in the area. The
quality is the best seen in the herd so far, and
the temperaments are second to none.

Boulevard Nutcracker purchased by
M & A Warr Stanthorpe, Qld

Boulevard Nutcracker’s Progeny

First ever live export of
Blonde d’Aquitaine cattle
from Australia to Thailand.

Written by Wayne Hess
Waite-A-Wyle Blondes 0409 619 883

Darling Downs studs, Willroy owned and

operated by the Werth family Irvingdale and
Waite A Wyle owned and operated by the Hess
family Maclagan.

B eef 2018 seems like a long time ago for two

During Beef Australia 2018 a contingent of
International guests from Thailand visited the
Blonde d’Aquitaine exhibits admiring the cattle
for their quality, red meat yield, confirmation, and
temperament.

Fast forward to 2020, exporters Flinders
International put out the call for young Blonde
d’Aquitaine breeders for their clients based in
Thailand. Queensland Breeders were quick to
answer the call and offered up their best young
breeders to be considered by the Thailand based
beef producers. After a short time, the selection
had been made of 1 x Heifer from Willroy, Willroy
Qwerty Wherty Q518, and 1 x Bull from Waite A
Wyle, Waite A Wyle Queenslander Q209.

These cattle will go into a short quarantine near
Stanthorpe, then head south to be flown to
Thailand with other Australian cattle.

Kim Werth thanked the purchases for the
selection of their heifer and despite reducing their
registered Blonde d’Aquitaine herd, is confident
that this first consignment will open opportunities
for other studs in the future. The Werth family

has won every Female Blonde Champion at Beef
since it started.

Wayne Hess of Waite A Wyle says he felt that
winning Champion Bull with a Junior calf at

Beef 2018 was a lifetime highlight and believes
that having cattle go international beats that
achievement. We aim to breed good quality cattle
that produce high-yielding carcases that meet the
needs of producers and processors alike.

1
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ST Thick chunky and very heavy
ur love affair with Blondes started way back  Queensland and even exporting a Stud Sire to (ﬁ musc.led, l.00kmg for big rump and
in 1996 after attending the Seymour Expo. China in 2009. = top line with extreme meat
Stud My W|fe.Lr<])ree and | were Ilohoklgg atstarting e place great pride in selling most of our Bulls - i yield...then cons1.der Blondes in
a Stud to run with our commercial herd. to repeat buyers using our ‘stay at home option’ = . your Cross breedlng program
lan Fox from the Renard Stud was promoting including Free Delivery, with 100% customer ﬂ gD
Blondes at the Expo, | spotted a Bull called ‘Pierre’  satisfaction to date. < ! Easv Calvingl
and after some long discussions, | was hooked. We  Tep years ago, we started breeding Black - e-:.‘
used Pierre in our commercial herd over Hereford,  'Aquitaine and Black Composite cattle alongside 7)) ) el e
Angus and Shorthorn cows and soon established our Blondes to further capture more of the Angus - Black d’Aquitaine
the huge benefits our Blonde cross calves offered market share. Our Black Composite cattle are H. . . ]
and the amazing beef attributes that Blondes have  made up using Blonde or Black d’Aquitaine, Black : Producing high performing Black
over other beef bulls we had used. We decided Simmental, and Angus infusion. & calves out ofAngus, Extra carcass
to start a Blonde Stud and went on to purchase Our Black 50 Composites are 50% d’Aquitaine = yield, muscle & growth
a cow called Renard Marion and a heifer called and 50% Black Simmental/Angus Our Black 75 2 Black Polled with heaps of length
Renard Queen, we also purchased stud females Composites are 75% d’Aquitaine and 25% Black -
from Courtney Lodge, Blondeway, Willroy, Banya, Simmental. <
Corolin, and Amaroo to mix up our genetics. 2 i
We also have a select number of Pure Black
We went on to show our Blondes at many Royal Simmental and Black Simmental composite cattle a2 . '
and Agricultural Shows. Our best achievements to complete our Composition strategy and ensure O MllSCle Where lt COllntS.
were at Royal Melbourne Show, taking out future composite outcross Genetics. These Blacks, 0 p)
Interbreed Champion Female in 1998, Interbreed both Pure and Composite are proving themselves E
Champion Cow, and Reserve Interbreed Bull in in commercial herds across Southern NSW and o
2002. The winning cow was the famous Renard Victoria, mainly working in Angus herds where 7 Black 50 composite
Queen, an outstanding Champion of Champions! calves are preferred Black. :
i - i Tod Stud d 80 registered Blonde : .
After §uch high achievement, we decided to stop oday our stud runs aroun 0 re% ; . Cls Polled Black and packed with
showing and concentrate our efforts on promoting ~ @nd Black Cows, on our 300-acre home farm in 2 hvbrid vi 50% Blond
b 0 o .
including Farm Walks, and Beef Open Days, 300 acres of lease Land. D 50 A) BlaCk Sllr{ment.al, DeSIgned
obtaining breed recognition and establishing our Our passion for the Breed led me to serve as =) for cros.s breeding with Angus
Rahnik Stud in many commercial herds throughout  secretary for the Southern Region for over 10 years s Producing more muscle, growth
Victoria, South Australia, New South Wales, and also serving as Southern Region President. E & heavier calves at weaning,
am
é FREE Delivery to 300 km
RAHNIK Beef ...BIG MUSCLE = EXTRA WEIGHT = more $$$
Rahnlk Primoess X1
BREEDPLAN RECORDED....PERFORMANCE GUARANTEED
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MONAL BLONDES Forward to the Puture
%fﬁiﬂ%ﬁ’ 275,7@??50409 619 883

he decision as to which breeds to purchase
is not straight forward, given that all

- breeds have their attributes. My operation So, after this | began searching for a new
Grunerfeld is at Clifton on the Darling Downs and Blonde sire. | knew that supply in my area
focuses on selling calves at 9 to 10 months of age. would be tight given widespread destocking
The block consists of gentle tree-lined slopes with dueto the drought. Once again | required
good black soil flats. There are no cattle ticks in a bull with a great temperament given that
the area, so | have the ability to run any breeds | my parents Keith and Kay help with the

daily running of the farm. | went ahead and
selected a 10-month-old bull called “Strathbally

BULLS AND SEMEN AVAILABLE PRIVATELY | believe the bull needs to have growth, and Quincy”. This bull was bred by Kevin Sullivan

desire to get the best weight for age.

the cow needs to have good quality milk. From of Strathbally Blondes and was then sold to

PETER, JENNY, LUKE & MAC AISTHORPE this, | narrowed my selection down to European Wayne and Belinda Hess of Waite-A-Wyle stud
bulls crossing with dairy-based British cows. | at Maclagan. One month later Quincy was
undertook a comprehensive literature review back in Clifton, ironically just across the road
and ultimately settled upon crossing Blonde from where he originally came from.

d’Aquitaine bulls with Red Poll cows.

P :(07) 4166 5194 E: monal@skymesh.com.au

Quincy is very docile and has the muscularity

The first Blonde d’Aquitaine sire | purchased | am looking for in my operation. | asked
Luke: 0492 815 482 Peter: 0459 134 071 was “Willroy K697, a bull | called Browny. | was Wayne for a bull with a short stance for early
amazed at the rapid growth of his calves, which turn off and this bull had the shortest stance
were consistently heavier at sale than calves in his stud. He has a wide, straight back with
previously sired by different breeds of bulls with plenty of muscle down his back legs. Quincy’s
the same cows. At various times his calvgs topped pronounced rump is a trademark of the Blonde
. T BLONDE the sale, and some were reported as having “show d’Aquitaine breed. | find you can always tell
ring potential’. This was a particularly good bull Blonde and Blonde cross cattle in the saleyards
A with a gentle nature that enjoyed a pat and brush by looking at the size and roundness of their
in the paddock. Sadly though, Browny died rather rumps. He has settled in well with the Red Poll
unexpectedly from what we don’t know. | did not cows and with a few more months of growth
. d’AQUITAINE have his death investigated as the cows were all in will make a areat sire
Porongurup, Western Australia good condition. This was a big loss. J '

| had the option to purchase a particularly
good Red Poll bull to help restock my breeding
herd, however with the ongoing drought |
wanted to limit how many females are on the
block. Additionally, the fact that | want to
turn off Blonde Cross Red Poll calves, swayed
me to continue with Blondes. | prefer young
bulls so that they can settle into the farm and
are not exerting their dominance from day
one. Safety is especially important and if the
cattle can develop trust in us, they are much
easier to handle. | find walking around in the
paddock becomes somewhat therapeutic in
their presence. These are the reasons why |
Brian Schneider have a Blonde d’Aquitaine sire in my cow-calf
operation. |look forward to selling Quincy’s
Mob: 0419 950 723 calves because | know they will be highly

Email: bschneider@iinet.net.au o . ) S sought after, and therefore the future is bright.
Quincy on his 1st Birthday

“Bred for a winning edge” Fg ]‘lﬁﬁ% .

SEMEN
&
EMBRYOS
FOR SALE
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herds who are considering joining

BREEDPLAN for the first time, one
understandable concern is that their animals will
be disadvantaged in comparison to seedstock
herds who have been performance recording for
a long time. Fortunately, there are several things
that producers can do to help both the starting
EBVs and the EBV accuracy that their animals are
assigned when entering the BREEDPLAN analysis
for the first time. This article will outline these
options in more detail.

For beef breeders of established seedstock

One common misconception is that new animals
entering the BREEDPLAN analysis will be assigned
starting EBVs of zero. Where some information

is known about a new animal (e.g. pedigree
information or performance of relatives), this will
be used to calculate its EBVs. If a new animal

has no information in the analysis that can be
used to calculate EBVs, the new animal is given

a “starting” EBV based on a similar genetic group
(that is, animals of similar breed, age, sex, country
of origin and proximity to performance data
downstream). This “genetic group solution” is not
set at zero; rather, it reflects the likely performance
of the new animal based on what is known about
it (and other “similar” animals).

One limitation of this approach is that the starting
EBVs for new animals are typically of low accuracy.
The EBV accuracy will increase as progeny or
other close relatives have performance data
entering into the BREEDPLAN analysis; for
parents, this typically takes several years to
achieve.

In situations where herds new to BREEDPLAN
have been collecting performance information
(e.g. weights) on their animals historically, they are
strongly encouraged to submit this to BREEDPLAN
for inclusion in the analysis. Doing so will assist
with EBV accuracy (generally, herds with a
deeper level of performance records have higher
EBV accuracies). However, we recommend that
producers who are putting historic information
into the BREEDPLAN analysis start with their

most recent records/animals first. The reasons
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for this are two-fold; firstly, information on animals
most closely related to the current crop of calves
(e.g. older siblings, sires and dams) will have the
biggest impact on the EBVs of the current calf crop.
Secondly, some herds have many years of records,
and recording a large amount of historic data with
BREEDPLAN can be a potentially time-consuming
and/or expensive process (e.g. breed society
registration fees for animals not already registered).
It makes sense to start with the historic data that
will give your herd the biggest benefit.

One of the advantages of joining the BREEDPLAN
analysis is the ability to benchmark your own herd
against other herds within the same BREEDPLAN
analysis. This is achieved via a process known

as genetic linkage. One of the quickest ways to
achieve strong genetic linkage is to use an outside
bull with high accuracy EBVs alongside your
home-bred sires (e.g. via Al). When the progeny

of the home-bred bulls and the outside sire are
raised together, their performance can be directly
compared, and thus the BREEDPLAN analysis can
gain a good understanding of where your herd
sits. Whilst this may take more time to achieve than
submitting historic performance information, all
herds, whether they are new to BREEDPLAN or not,
will benefit from forming strong genetic linkage to
outside herds.

While for some the thought of their established
seedstock herd joining BREEDPLAN for the first
time can be daunting, there are several things that
producers in these situations can do to ensure that
the EBVs calculated by the BREEDPLAN analysis
for their animals are as informative as possible. The
submission of historical performance data will help
inform starting EBVs. In addition, using an outside
sire with high accuracy EBVs alongside your home-
bred sires will allow you to benchmark where your
herd is sitting in comparison to the rest of your
breed.

For further information about joining BREEDPLAN,
or to discuss any of the points raised in this article,
please contact Catriona Millen, the SBTS Technical
officer for Blonde d’Aquitaine on (02) 6773 3375 or
via email catriona@sbts.une.edu.au.
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LITTLE CREEK APRICOT 32A
2020 National Champion Female

Amber Zachary - Homo Polled Purebred =
Fort Ellice Samarai - Horned Fullblood "
VOB Northern Justin - Horned Fullblood
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WEST WIND BLONDES
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Contact:
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raise awareness of depression and suicide

prevention. Every year a different Cattle Stud
is asked if they’d like to donate a steer for the
cause.

The purpose of the Black Dog Ride is to

For this year’s steer 2021, Darren, Jenny and Kelly
Manning were contacted by their Livestock Agent
Cameron Petricevich, who has been asked by
Peter Milton, to find this year’s Black Dog Steer.

Mr Petricevich approached the Manning family to
see if they were interested in donating a steer to
The Black Dog Ride. They jumped at the chance to
support this great cause. Mr Milton visited Kalinya

RUPARI

Blonde & Black d'Aquitaine
Polled : | B = A

Mike & Marie Sullivan o7 46515159 | M 0429 101 256

Blondes and found that the Blonde cross steer
was suitable to become “Winston 14”.

The steer that is now known as Winston 14 will
go back to Mr Milton’s property to be fed/grown
on, continue his halter training, and be taken
around to different shows to raise awareness

of depression and suicide. Winston 14 will then
compete in Led Steer Competitions, then be sold
at Perth Royal Show to raise money for The Black
Dog Ride. Kalinya Blondes look forward to joining
in and assisting in Winston 14’s handling where
possible.

Kalinya Blondes are very happy to be contributing
to this worthy cause and also raise awareness for
the Blonde d’Aquitaine breed.

Winston to compete in the Led Steer Competitions

Melander

Blonde D' aquitaine

A few results from
Clients and other over
the hooks results.

Written by lan Fox
Renard Blondes — 0419 721 881

aryl and son Paul Iskov, Dairy farmers in
D Northern Victoria sold a lot of their Dairy

herd off in the severe drought last year but
retained their Friesian Cross yearling heifers.

After purchasing four Renard Blonde bulls, the
resulting bull calves were bucket reared this
Spring and the calves were sold off at around 12
weeks of age, weighing 109kgs, they obtained
$8.05 c/kg making $877. This resulted in achieving
the top price for the week on Auctions Plus for
weaner calves.

Daryl and Paul have retained 50 of their Friesian
Cross Blonde heifer calves to use as F1 vealer
mothers for the future.

Interesting to get results back by selling directly
over the Hook.

Last year Renard had some bigger pure Blonde
steers that were finished on a grain mix, as there
was no paddock feed due to drought conditions.

These steers were sold to Herds Abattoir in
Geelong and averaged just over 400kgs C/W.
Alex Herd the Livestock Manager said the Pure
Blondes averaged a whopping 64% dressed for all
21 head and that is now the highest ever dressing
percentage of any full consignment in the Herd
Family abattoirs.

Renard has just received their weights of another
consignment of 18 head of Blonde or Blonde cross
young stock and the results are as follows.

BLONDE

-

JAQUITAINE

It is interesting to see the difference in the
different breeds dressing percentages as
outlined below.

+ 4 x Blonde Cross Simmental 18-month-
old steers averaged 526kgs Live Weight
and achieved a 57.2% Dressing Weight or
Percentage

« 2 x Blonde Cross Shorthorn 13-month-old
steers averaged 446kgs Live Weight achieved
57% Dressing Weight

« 3 x Blonde Cull 17-month-old bulls averaged
617kgs Live Weight achieved 63.7% Dressing
Weight

« 14 x Pure Blonde 14-month-old steers averaged
476kgs Live Weight achieved 62% Dressing
Weight

These were raised in the drought but had grass for
4 months and 60 days supplement.

Amazing prices of $7.30 for above 300kgs D/W
and $7.50 for below 300kgs to average $2,229
per head.

URANONGO

BLONDE FAQUITAINES
When Kilos Rca”g Countl!

Ann Harris and Graeme Fazey

Phone: 0428296156
P.O.Box 416 Manjimup W.A. 6258
E-mail: gna@uranongoblondes.com.au

Website: www.uranongoblondes.com.au

C"lf’lee,e/wegaf

DPlandes =

Nick and Ann-Maric Bass
Blisnde JAqpuiesing Breeders
MeAlinden WA

Weernnga [Hacoverer

Ph: 0897322186 / Mob: 04179535370
or Find us on Facebook
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Blondes Benefit

Butchers.

Written by Wayne Hess
Waite-A-Wyle Blondes — 0409 619 883

ark Nolan of Gray’s Modern Meats
M Toowoomba has been a butcher for the

past 42 years and seeks out Blonde
d’Aquitaine and Blonde d’Aquitaine cross cattle
from local Darling Downs producers for his

Taylor Street Butcher Shop.

Mark describes Blonde d’Aquitaine cattle as

a butcher’s delight, with a consistent, quality
carcase. He says the benefits of the Blonde
d’Aquitaine carcase to the butcher as being;
high yielding, low waste, high percentages of
saleable fine textured red meat, with adequate
fat cover and most of all, high eye appeal to the
customer in the display counter.

Recently Mark evaluated a 441kg live Blonde
d’Aquitaine animal in his shop which returned
272.9kg HDW carcase yielding 62%, with

an ideal fat cover of 8mm. Mark praises the
Blonde d’Aquitaine cattle for their carcase
attributes, making them ideal of domestic
market.
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POLLED ANIMALS ONLY
HEIFERS READY TO JOIN
BEAUTIFUL Q HEIFERS
Q BULLS MUSCLING UP
2090 Melba Hwy CASTELLA

DREW 0419 133 988
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Black Composite Bulls
Set New Standards

Written by Rudi Spiteri
Rahnik Blondes — 0418 575 561

generation Beef producers, farming at

Benlock near Lancefield in Central Victoria.
Following dads’ footsteps producing vealer and
yearling calves out of Angus Friesian and Hereford
Friesian cows, using Angus and Limousin Bulls.

R ichard and Paul Migotto are second

Being modern day astute farmers, sustainable land
improvement included fertilizer, lime and mineral
application, weed control programs, set stocking
rates with rotational grazing are all standard
practice, ‘growing the best feed possible to further
grow our calves’.

Calves are weaned using ‘stress free, side by
side’ management with good quality hay, clean
water and salt mineral blocks available ad lib. This
weaning system was found to cause very little
stress to the calves due to the mothers being right
next to them behind an electric fence, ensuring
calves put on weight, not lose weight during
weaning, with all calves sold as properly weaned
and handled, all forming part of the Migotto
Brothers farm plan.

After many years, Richard and Paul decided it was
time for a change in breeding strategy, due to the
flighty temperaments, average weaning weights
and basic sale yard prices, the brothers focused
on a new breeding direction.

Acting Stock Agent Glen Rae, from McKean and
McGregor, advised a change to use Blonde Bulls
as the terminal sire, cows were also upgraded to
pure Angus, securing Campbell and Lawson Blood
breeders.

Blonde d’Aquitaine Bulls were purchased from
Rahnik Blonde Stud to use over the Angus cows
which produced a huge improvement in weight for
age, whilst improving butt shape, carcass quality,
and temperament. This combination proved to be
great for over 10 years, each year Richard & Paul
would praise the performance of the calves, the
amazing muscle and nature from the Blonde Bulls.

While Blonde d’Aquitaines have proven to be
excellent terminal sires over the years, colour
seems to be of concern to buyers wanting Black
calves.

In the sale yards there was growing preference
and a premium for top quality Black calves. After
much research, Richard & Paul decided to upgrade
to Rahnik Black 50 Composite Bulls, these
composites are 50% Blonde d’Aquitaine, 37.5 Black
Simmental, and 12.5% Angus.

Rahnik Black 50 Bulls are purpose bred for use
over Angus to produce high performing Polled
Black calves with extra muscle and carcase quality.

Richard said “In the past 3 years after using Black
Composite Bulls, we are now breeding the very
best calves in the history of our breeding....they

are such a great even line with big butts, thick as
bricks and extremely quiet, with excellent growth
for age, another great option is that females can be
kept as future breeders”.

Our last lot of calves were sold through Auctions
Plus on the 8th of January 2021. The calves were

9 to 11 months old, and weaned for 2 weeks. The
steers weighed on average 399kgs to return $1865
and heifers weighed 384kgs on average, to return
$1730, selling to a feedlot and butcher for local
trade.
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Testimonial

Written by Adam Utschink &
Peter Henry Flat Creek Station, Georgetown.

Sent in by Mathew Westerway
Meridan Blondes — 0402 135 517

situated in the Gulf of Carpentaria owned

by Peter Henry and run with partner Adam
Utschink. With a carrying capacity of 900
breeders of which are mostly Brahman base on
a freehold lease. The country type varies with
a large portion of rich red soil which has a thick
stand of Black Spear grass interspersed by sweet
black soil Clover flats. Also, smaller patches
of Granite boulder country and slatey Spinifex
ridges compliment the alluvial river frontage.
Historically most rainfall occurs during the wet
season, typically December to April. The average
annual rainfall is 28 inches per year but up to 50
inches has been recorded. We are in a tick area
but seldom see any. Buffalo fly can be a problem,
especially in a big wet season. We try to use
natural products were possible, for example when
treating the cattle for buffalo fly.

Flat Creek Station is a safe breeder property

We decided to start experimenting with some
crossbreeding 10 years ago. | already had success
at the stud level (whilst growing up near Gympie
on a hobby farm) also seeing what the Blonde
Cross was capable of adding to their progeny. We
just wanted to add some extra length and weight
to the weaners. We looked around to see what
Blonde studs were close up North here. We were
in luck as a small commercial breeder inland from
Townsville had six working-age bulls available for
sale. We took the lot. These bulls, over high-grade
Brahman cows, produced excellent Blondeman
offspring. We were very pleased with these
additional six Blonde bulls, to the 40 strong
Brahman bulls we already owned.

Most of the weaners are sold straight off their
mothers directly through Mareeba Sale Yards
(cents per kilogram) on the Atherton tableland.
Broken up into smaller lots for the growing out
and fattening buyers, some ultimately go live
export from a Northern port. Sold straight off their
mothers, the weaner steers would typically weigh
220 kg to 285 kg. Live export usually requires
them to be a minimum 350 kg live weight for the
boat.

In 2017 after hearing about some phenomenal
feedback from a private buyer through our local
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selling agent we decided it was time to source
some more Blonde bulls. Only this time we wanted
to take advantage of the Poll gene. Long story
short, | spoke to Stud and Commercial Blonde
breeder Mathew Westaway. Mathew informed me
of a fantastic opportunity to acquire Homozygous
Polled bulls of the highest quality through a herd
dispersal in Victoria. Hesitant at first due to the
distance and also knowing the bulls would have to
acclimatize. The two bulls arrived in late December
2017, they were 8 and 9 months old, respectively.
Both bulls have held their own, having to walk
many km’s to forage, mostly low-value Savannah
grasses daily. They have continued to grow
without any special treatment. These bulls’ first
female progeny is expected to calve in Autumn
2021. Both of these bulls were serving cows from
12 months old. For us, this is a great indication that
their heifer offspring will also be fertile around the
same age.

My advice for other graziers thinking about
purchasing bulls is to steer away from grain fed
bulls. If you are looking to purchase bulls that
need to walk vast distances, | would suggest
getting Blonde bulls with plenty of leg under them.
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New Kids on The Block

Sunnyside Farm - Tom & Lil Garbelini

63 Waterloo Rd,
Dardanup WA

- Grass Fed Cattle
= Quiet Temperament

= Easy Calving
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Written by Ara-lei Landers (15 years old)
Melander Blondes - 0458 000 951

s the new kids in the Cattle Stud game.
AI am often asked why we chose blondes

as our breed to go with. This wasn’t
easy to answer at the start because the fact is,

we simply didn’t want to follow suit with black
cattle.

We came into the Stud with little knowledge
and only simple info from reading and mainly
word of mouth facts, but my family and others
around the area are blown away, day after day,
with their adaptability considering the tough
elements they have to deal with in Western
Queensland.

One of the highlights Blondes have brought
to us is their exceptional eating quality and
tenderness, less the bulky excess fat wastage,
alongside their dressing out capacity.

If only more cattle producers could see what
they’re missing out on, by not running Blondes
in their herd!
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2012 Gympie Carcase Classic
Won Charlie Cotter All-Rounder Trophy -
exhibited by Neil McDonald, Queensland.

2012 Beef Australia
1st pen of Three Heavy Trade Chiller Grain Fed Steers
or Heifers, Queensland.

2012 Beef Australia
1st pen of Three Export Trade Chiller Grain Fed
Bullocks, Queensland.

2012 Perth Royal Show
Won Champion Extra Heavy Weight on the Hoof -
exhibited by Murdoch University, Western Australia.

2012 Perth Royal Show

Won Reserve Champion Extra Heavy Weight on the
Hoof — bred by Bruce and Gaye Campbell, Western
Australia.

2012 Perth Royal Show

Won Champion Extra Heavy Weight Carcase - exhibited
by Denmark Agricultural School, Western Australia and
bred by Kingsfield Blondes, Western Australia.

2013 Bridgetown Show
1st in Pair of Milk Fed Vealers on the Hoof -
bred by Uranongo Blondes, Western Australia.

2014 Bridgetown Show
1st in pair of Milk Fed Vealers on the Hoof -
bred by Uranongo Blondes, Western Australia.

2014 Bridgetown Show
1st in Best Single Milk Fed Vealer on the Hoof -
bred by Uranongo Blondes, Western Australia.

BLONDE

d’AQUITAINE

Blonde d'Aguitaine Society of
Australia and New Zealand Inc.

We are always looking for further content to promote the
breed, contact us to make your submission. Email us at
blondes@abri.une.edu.au or call (02) 6773 3126

2014 Murgon Show
Won Champion Grain Fed Steer or Heifer -
bred by Craig Taylor & Family, Queensland.

2014 Harvey Show
1st in Lightweight Pair of Vealers for the Hook and the Hook competition -
bred by C & C Minson, Western Australia.

2014 Goomeri Show
Won Reserve Champion Grain Fed Steer or Heifer -
bred by Craig Taylor & Family, Queensland.

2014 Brunswick Show
Won Reserved Champion in the Yearling Steer or Heifer (Grass Fed) live
weight 501kg and above - bred by Belini Blondes, Western Australia.

2015 Harvey Show
1st in Heavyweight Pair of Grain Fed Steers or Heifers on the Hoof -
exhibited by Minga Flats and bred by Uranongo Blondes, Western Australia.

2015 Harvey Show
1st in the Lightweight Pair of Steers or Heifers on the Hoof -
bred by Belini Blondes, Western Australia.

2016 Bridgetown show
1st in Single Milk Fed Vealer on the Hoof - bred by Uranongo Blondes,
Western Australia.

2016 Gympie Carcase Classic
Won Charlie Cotter All-Rounder Trophy and the Champion
Domestic Carcase - exhibited by Monal Blondes, Queensland

2019 Gympie Carcase Classic

Charlie Cotter All-Rounder Champion Award
1st Cooloola Blondes

2nd Cooloola Blondes

5th Monal Blondes




